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MAN CONVICTED OF MURDERING OMAR AND JESUS SANCHEZ

                 On May 8, 2003, following a four day trial, a federal jury in Tampa convicted Jose

Manuel Hernandez-Miranda on all counts of a Superseding Indictment which charged him

with federal offenses relating to the murders of Omar and Jesus Sanchez on February 11,

1998, in Sebring, Florida.  Specifically, Hernandez-Miranda was convicted on two counts

of murder in furtherance of a racketeering enterprise in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1959(a)(1),

and two counts of murder with a firearm during and in relation to a drug trafficking offense

in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 924(j).  The jury also convicted Hernandez-Miranda of

participating in a drug trafficking conspiracy based on his involvement in the drug-related

murders.

According to evidence presented at the trial, the murders were ordered by Louis

Clemente, who headed a drug trafficking organization which was involved in the distribution

of significant quantities of methamphetamine and marijuana in Highlands and Pasco

Counties and elsewhere.   Louis Clemente hired Hernandez-Miranda and Cesar Irving

Lynch-Mayo to kill the Sanchez brothers rather than pay a drug debt.  The bodies of Jesus
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and Omar Sanchez were discovered in May of 1998 buried in an orange grove in

Highlands County.  

Louis Clemente, along with many other members of the organization, previously

pleaded guilty to their participation in the drug trafficking conspiracy.  Louis Clemente is

currently serving a life sentence.  Hernandez-Miranda faces a mandatory life sentence.

Sentencing is scheduled before U.S. District Court Judge Richard A. Lazzara on August

8, 2003. 

The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration, Florida

Department of Law Enforcement and the Sebring Police Department, with the assistance

of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office and the Hazlehurst, Georgia Police Department.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney W. Stephen Muldrow. 


